
   

 
POTTSGROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Recommended Summer Reading List 

THIRD GRADE 
Works Arranged by Author 

 
 
Aardema, Verna.  Why Mosquitos Buzz in People's Ears  
Retells a West African tale which explains why the mosquito buzzes in people's ears. 
 
Bang, Molly.  Wiley and the Hairy Man  
With his mother's help, Wiley outwits the hairy creature that dominates the swamp near his home by 
the Tombigbee River. 
 
Barrett, Judi.  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs  
Life is delicious in the town of Chewandswallow where it rains soup and juice, snows mashed 
potatoes, and blows storms of hamburgers. 
 
Barrows, Annie.  Ivy + Bean 
Bean wasn't interested in making friends with Ivy, the new girl across the street, until she plays a trick 
on her sister and needs a place to hide out. 
 
Birney, Betty G.  Summer According to Humphrey 
When summer arrives, Humphrey, the pet hamster of Longfellow School's Room twenty-six, is 
surprised and pleased to learn that he will be going to Camp Happy Hollow. 
 
Blume, Judy.  Fudge-a-Mania  
Peter Hatcher's summer is not looking good. Peter's parents rent a summer house next door to the 
Tubmans, which means Peter will be stuck with Fudge and Sheila the Cootie Queen for three whole 
weeks! 
 
Brown, Jeff.  Flat Stanley 
After a bulletin board falls on Stanley while he is sleeping, he finds that being flat has its advantages. 
 
Charlip, Remy & Mary Miller.  Handtalk! An ABC of Finger Spelling and Sign Language  
An introduction to two kinds of sign language, finger spelling and signing. 
 
Cherry, Lynne.  Great Kapok Tree  
In this breathtakingly beautiful picture book, Cherry combines illustrations that reveal a naturalists 
reverence for beauty with a myth like story that explains the ecological importance of saving rain 
forests. 
 
Cleary, Beverly.  Muggie Maggie  
Maggie resists learning cursive writing in the third grade until she discovers that knowing how to read 
and write in cursive promises to open up an entirely new world of knowledge for her. 



   
 
Cleary, Beverly.  Ramona Quimby, Age 8  
Ramona proves herself big enough for the family to depend on. 
 
Cole, Joanna.  Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor  
Readers embark on the wettest adventure yet when the Magic School Bus is transformed into a 
colorful submarine and plunge Ms. Frizzle and her class into the ocean depths 
 
Danzinger, Paula.  Amber Brown is not a Crayon 
Her third grade year is a sad time for Amber, because her best friend Justin is getting ready to move 
to a distant state. 
 
Dalgliesh, Alice.  Courage of Sarah Noble  
Sarah finds the courage to accompany her father into the wilderness while he prepares a home for 
the family. 
 
DiCamillo, Kate.  LeRoy Ninker Saddles Up 
Leroy Ninker has a hat, a lasso, and boots, but no horse, until he meets Maybelline and it is love at 
first sight, until Leroy forgets the third rule of caring for Maybelline. 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  Whipping Boy  
Awarded the Newbery Medal, 1987. This story follows the fortunes of Prince Roland and his whipping 
boy as they change places. 
 
Gutman, Dan.  Mr. Jack is a Maniac! 
"A. J. and the Ella Mentry School gang learn some unusual self-defense moves from a wacky teacher 
who thinks he's an action hero"--Provided by publisher. 
 
Holm, Jennifer & Matthew.  Babymouse the Musical 
As tryouts for the school musical begin, Babymouse takes the starring role in several imaginary 
Broadway productions, which also feature her debonair new classmate, Henry the hedgehog. 
 
Kipling, Rudyard.  Butterfly That Stamped 
The tale of the butterfly who boasted to his wife that if he stamped his foot he could make the 
Suleiman's palace disappear. 
 
Kline, Suzy.  Horrible Harry and the June Box   
When the origami pig that Song Lee made for her grandmother is seized by a substitute teacher, the 
usually well-behaved third grader breaks a classroom rule to rescue it from the "June box." 
  
Lobel, Arnold.  Ming Lo Moves the Mountain  
Ming Lo and his wife love their house, but not the mountain that overshadows it, so Ming Lo 
undertakes to move the mountain. 
 
Luber, David.  Punished 
Logan and his friend Benedict are playing tag in the library when a mysterious man punishes him for 
his disrespect by making him speak only in puns. 
 
MacDonald, Betty.  Mrs. Piggle Wiggle  
More of Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle's cures for children with bad habits include the won't-pick-up-the-toys cure 
and the never-want-to-go-to-bed cure. 



   
 
MacLachlan, Patricia.  Arthur, For the Very First Time  
A recounting of 10-year-old Arthur's activities and introspections during a summer spent with a great-
uncle and great-aunt. 
 
Manes, Stephen.  Be a Perfect Person in Just Three Days  
Milo follows instructions on how to be perfect in a book, including wearing stalks of broccoli around 
his neck. 
 
Mathis, Sharon Belle.  The Hundred Penny Box 

 

Michael's love for his great-great-aunt who lives with them leads him to intercede with his mother, 
who wants to toss out all her old things.   
 
McDermott, Gerald.  Anansi, the Spider: A Tale from the Ashanti  
A tale from the Ashanti about the adventures of a spider. 
 
McDonald, Megan.  Judy Moody 
Third grader Judy Moody is in a first day of school bad mood until she gets an assignment to create a 
collage all about herself and begins creating her masterpiece, the Me collage. 
 
Miles, Ellen. Pugsley 

 

While working at her aunt's dog day care, Lizzie tries to help a pug puppy named Pugsley behave 
so he can find a new home.   
 
Miles, Miska.  Annie and the Old One  
Annie, a young Navajo girl, struggles with the realization that her grandmother, the Old One, must 
die. 
 
Osborne, Mary Pope.  Seasons of the Sandstorm 
Guided by a magic rhyme, Jack and Annie travel to ancient Baghdad on a mission to help the Caliph 
disseminate wisdom to the world. 
 
Park, Barbara.  Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly  Bus 
In her own words, a young girl describes her feelings about starting kindergarten and what she does 
when she decides not to ride the bus home. 
 
Parish, Peggy.  Thank You, Amelia Bedelia  
Amelia is a maid whose talent for interpreting instructions literally results in comical situations. 
 
Peet, Bill.  Wump World  
The Wump's planet is taken over by the Pollutions, who drive the Wumps underground. 
 
Polacco, Partricia.  Just Plain Fancy 
Naomi, an Amish girl whose elders have impressed upon her the importance of adhering to the 
simple ways of her people, is horrified when one of her hen eggs hatches into an extremely fancy 
bird. 
 
 
 



   
Prelutsky, Jack.  It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles 
A collection of humorous poems such as "The Dancing Hippopotami," "You Can't Make Me Eat That," 
"My Father's Name is Sasquatch," and "Dear Wumbledeedumble." 
 
Ringgold, Faith.  Tar Beach 
A young girl dreams of flying above her Harlem home, claiming all she sees for herself and her family. 
 
Rockwell, Thomas.  How to Eat Fried Worms  
Two boys set out to prove that worms can make a delicious meal. 
 
Roy, Ron. The Haunted Hotel 
When the guests of the Shangri-la Hotel are scared away by a white-haired female ghost, Dink and 
his friends investigate the mystery 
 
Sachar, Louis.  Wayside School Gets a Little Stranger 
Unusual things continue to happen in the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, which 
was accidentally built sideways with one classroom on each story. 
 
Scieszka, Jon.  Frog Prince Continued  
A delightful and humorous sequel in which the Prince and Princess find out the shocking truth about 
life "happily ever after." All ages will enjoy this book. 
 
Scieszka, Jon.  The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales  
Here's a whole collection of familiar tales. 
 
Selsam, Millicent E..  First Look at Seashells 
An intro to seashells, explaining how they are classified and describing the differences that 
distinguish seashells from one another. 
 
Silverstein, Shel.  Where the Sidewalk Ends 
A boy who turns into a TV set and a girl who eats a whale are only two of the characters in a 
collection of humorous poetry illustrated with the author's own drawings. 
 
Sommer’s, Carl.  Tied Up in Knots 
Until they see their two stubborn mules finally resolve a behavior problem, Benny and Sally refuse to 
believe that sharing could bring happiness. 
 
Steig, William.  Sylvester and the Magic Pebble  
A rock-hunting expedition has surprising results when a donkey finds a magic pebble. 
 
Steig, William.  Amazing Bone  
On her way home from school, Pearl finds an unusual bone that has unexpected powers. 
 
Van Allsburg, Chris.  Wretched Stone  
The crew of the Rita Ann ventures off to an uncharted island where they find a glowing stone. When 
they bring the stone onboard their ship, strange things begin to happen. 
 
White, E. B.  Charlotte's Web  
Story of a girl who could talk to animals, and of a pig's friendship with a spider who could talk and 
write. 
 



   
Williams, Margery.  Velveteen Rabbit  
A story of a toy rabbit who becomes real because a child loves him. 
 
 
 
Recommended Series of Third Grade: 
 Cam Jansen by David Adler 
 Mercy Watson by Kate DiCamillo 
 My Weird School, My Weirder School or My Weird School Daze by Dan Gutman 
 Horrible Harry by Suzy Kline 
 The Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne 
 Junie B. Jones by Barbara Park 
 A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy 
     Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 
 
 
 


